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The  Edgecombe  County  Land  Development  Plan  has 
been  designed  to  utilize  all  possible  areas  of 
physical,  social  and  economic  potential  within 
the  county.  The  plan  is  essentially  a  long 
range  program  for  the  physical  development  of 
the  county.  It  is  based  on  physical,  social, 
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and  economic  data  previously  presented  in  the 
county ' s  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study  and 
Economic  Potential  Study . 

A  Major  Thoroughfare  Plan  has  been  outlined  in 
the  study  and  has  been  coordinated  with  the 
various  elements  of  the  Plan. 
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PLANNING  BACKGROUND 


In  February,  1966,  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of 
Edgecombe  County  began  to  develop  a  comprehensive  land  planning 
program.  The  commissioners  realized  that  the  county’s  rapid 
growth  called  for  certain,  policies  for  land  development  and  they 
took  action  by  appointing  the  Edgecombe  County  Planning  Board. 

The  eight  member  planning  board  is  charged  with  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  developing  and  implementing  the  county’s  comprehensive 
planning  program.  The  elements  composing  the  planning  program 
are  listed  as  follows: 

Land  Use  and  Potential  Study 

This  report  provided  information  about  the  different  land 
use  categories  within  the  county  as  well  as  their  physical 
and  economic  relationships  to  one  another.  Basic  informa¬ 
tion  on  such  diverse  areas  as  county  history,  soil  types 
and  forestry,  are  contained  within  the  report. 

Economic  Potential  Study 

This  report  continued  from  where  the  Land  Use  and  Potential 
Study  ended.  It  examined  important  factors  in  the  county’s 
economic  framework  and  provided  a  suggested  outline  of 
economic  goals  and  programs. 

Land  Development  Plan 

This  third  element  in  the  planning  program  is  a  loose  blue¬ 
print  for  policy  decisions  concerning  land  use.  The  Plan 
is  based  on  collected  background  data  presented  in  the 
county's  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study  and  Economic  Potentia 1 
Study  .  The  Plan  will  be  used  by  county  governing  officials, 
municipal  authorities,  and  civic  organizations  in  guiding 
the  county's  physical  growth. 

Subdivision  Regulations 

This  element  of  the  planning  program  is  a  legal  tool  for 
coordinating  residential  development  within  Edgecombe 
County. 
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INTRODUCTION 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  PLAN 


Purpose 

The  Land  Development  Plan  is  a  general  framework  for  guiding 
the  county's  future  growth.  The  county  1 s  planning  goals  and 
objectives  are  outlines  as  they  relate  to  each  land  use  within 
the  county.  The  land  uses  discussed  in  the  Plan  include,  resi¬ 
dential  areas,  agricultural,  commercial  and  industrial  growth, 
and  public  and  quasi-public  areas.  The  future  acreage  require¬ 
ments  of  each  land  use  category  is  analyzed.  Site  locations  for 
the  expansion  of  land  uses  are  recommended  in  the  text  and  are 
illustrated  on  the  Land  Development  Plan  Map.  The  Plan  acts  as  a 
stimulus  on  two  levels.  First,  it  acts  as  a  point  of  coordina¬ 
tion  for  planning  activity  on  all  levels.  For  example,  the  Plan 
may  be  used  by  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  in  coordinating 
their  efforts  with  those  of  local  civic  groups,  technical  panels, 
etc.  Second,  the  Plan  may  act  as  a  stimulus  for  involvement  by 
the  county's  citizens.  It  may  provide  the  basis  for  constructive 
short  range  projects  undertaken  by  interested  citizens.  In 
short,  the  Land  Development  Plan  is  designed  to  promote  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  an  efficient,  healthful  and  interesting  environment. 

Goals  and  Objectives 

Listed  below  are  some  of  the  goals  and  objectives  of  the 
Edgecombe  County  Land  Development  Plan.  These  goals  and  objec¬ 
tives  are  aimed  at  providing  the  county  with  a  better  physical 
and  social  enviro nm ent.  Special  consideration  has  been  given  to 
the  physical,  social  and  economic  limitations  and  determinants 
which  were  outlined  in  the  first  two  reports  of  the  planning 
series  . 

Residential 

The  rapid  pace  of  industrialization  within  the  county  indi¬ 
cates  an  upward  trend  in  home  construction  for  Edgecombe's  urban 
areas.  The  largest  part  of  new  homes  built  will  be  for  middle 
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income  persons  and  efforts  should  be  made  to  provide  low  cost 
homes  as  well®  A.  1968  survey  of  the  county's  housing  indicated 
that  much  of  it  was  blighted®  With  seventy  percent  of  the 
county's  rural  housing  labeled  "deteriorating  or  dilapidated", 
Edgecombe  County  is  in  need  of  more  new  housing  for  low  income 
persons  .  ^  County  officials  should  examine  the  possibility  of 
forming  a  county  housing  authority  in  an  effort  to  solve  the 
poor  housing  situation®  A  joint  housing  authority  operated  by 
Tarboro  and  Edgecombe  County  may  be  just  what  the  county  needs 
to  solve  many  of  its  housing  ills. 

The  adoption  and  enforcement  of  the  county's  forthcoming 
subdivision  regulations  should  help  to  insure  that  future  resi¬ 
dential  subdivisions  meet  current  acceptable  standards.  Indivi¬ 
dual  lot  sizes  should  be  large  enough  to  allow  "breathing  room", 
streets  should  be  properly  planned,  electrical  wires  and  tele¬ 
phone  lines  should  be  underground  whenever  possible®  Subdivision 
designs  should  not  be  approved  unless  safe  and  adequate  water  and 
sewer  syst ems  are  provided®  The  adoption  and  enforcement  of  a 
county  building  code  with  minimum  standards  for  building  materials 
and  methods  of  construction  would  do  much  to  prevent  poorly  built 
homes  in  the  future® 

Agr i cu  1 1 ur e 

Agricultural  employment  accounts  for  the  largest  segment  of 
Edgecombe  County's  work  force  but  this  is  changing.  A  move  to¬ 
wards  large  farms,  increasing  farm  mechanization,  and  the  rural 
to  urban  population  shift  indicate  a  downward  trend  in  farm 
personnel®  Agricultural  acreage,  however,  is  not  expected  to 
drop  and  may  even  gain  slightly®  Scattered  residential,  commer¬ 
cial,  and  industrial  development  should  be  discouraged  in  prime 
agricultural  areas®  Such  scattered  land  uses  tend  to  inflate 
land  values  and  create  a  premature  need  for  costly  urban  ser¬ 
vices  ® 


Land  Use  and  Potential  Study,  Edgecombe  County,  N®  C .  , 
Edgecombe  County  Planning  Board,  pp®  41-49,  1969. 
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The  established  commercial  centers  in  Rocky  Mount,  Tarboro, 
and  Pinetops  will  continue  to  grow  and  commercial  locations  out¬ 
side  of  these  three  cities  should  be  strongly  discouraged  as  it 
will  tend  to  fragment  the  established  buying  patterns  within 
these  retail  centers*  The  recent  haphazard  extension  of  commer¬ 
cial  shops  and  stores  into  predominantly  rural  areas  and  along 
Highway  64  should  be  halted. 

The  large  number  of  small  vacant  grocery  stores  are  indica¬ 
tive  of  enterprises  which  should  not  have  been  undertaken.  Their 
deteriorating  and  dilapidated  condition  detracts  from  the  county’s 
overall  beauty.  New  commercial  locations  within  the  county  should 
be  compatible  with  residential  and  industrial  uses  in  their  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity. 

Industry 

The  county's  industrial  development  has  continued  to 
strengthen  Edgecombe's  economy  and  every  effort  should  be  made 
to  build  on  this  industrial  base.  New  industries  locating  with¬ 
in  the  county  should  be  oriented  towards  the  total  consumer 
market  and  the  reliance  on  "agricultural  and  textile"  industries 
should  be  diversified  to  other  products.  Much  of  Edgecombe 
County's  land  is  not  adaptable  to  industrial  uses  and  industries 
should  locate  in  accordance  with  the  Land  Development  Plan.  New 
industries  as  well  as  established  ones  should  develop  their  fac¬ 
tory  sites  in  a  manner  which  will  reflect  a  responsible  considera¬ 
tion  for  abutting  land  uses.  Industrial  sites  should  be  large 
enough  to  allow  for  landscaped  front,  back,  and  side  yards.  Well 
designed  and  paved  parking  areas  with  safe  traffic  access  pat¬ 
terns  should  be  incorporated  in  all  site  plans. 

Recreation 

Planned  areas  for  leisure  time  recreational  activities  are 
important  to  both  urban  and  rural  citizens  alike.  The  Land 
Development  Plan  shows  three  areas  allocated  for  parks  and  rec¬ 
reational  sites,  but  the  plans  and  sites  for  such  activity  will 
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only  be  useful  if  local  individuals  take  the  responsibility  of 
seeing  that  they  are  implemented*  Edgecombe  County  has  no  park 
space  outside  of  its  incorporated  areas*  Recreational  areas  lo¬ 
cated  in  Tarboro  and  Rocky  Mount  cannot  adequately  serve  the 
increasing  populations  of  both  the  urban  and  rural  county.  The 
development  of  park  areas  for  such  uses  as  picnicking  and  hiking 
need  not  be  expensive.  Densely  populated  residential  areas, 
such  as  those  immediately  east  of  Rocky  Mount,  should  be  served 
by  neighborhood  parks  of  some  type.  Perhaps  the  school  play¬ 
grounds  and  church  yards  in  these  areas  could  be  utilized  as 
neighborhood  parks  under  a  coordinated  recreation  progr am . 

It  might  be  possible  for  several  towns  to  coordinate  their 
efforts  with  the  county  in  a  joint  program  to  serve  the  recrea¬ 
tion  needs  of  the  entire  county.  Perhaps  the  county  could 
supplement  its  limited  recreation  program  by  encouraging  and 
financially  contributing  to  the  recreation  programs  in  Tarboro, 
Pinetops,  and  Speed.  Part  of  Edgecombe’s  beautifully  forested 
land  ought  to  be  purchased  and  set  aside  for  parks  before  land 
prices  prohibit  such  needed  recreation  areas* 


Pub  lie 


The  upward  trend  in  Edgecombe’s  non-farm  population  and  its 
present  rate  of  natural  increase  create  a  need  for  the  planned 
expansion  of  both  urban  and  county-wide  public  facilities  and 
services®  County  officials  and  other  interested  civic  organiza¬ 
tions  should  combine  their  efforts  in  planning  for  the  required 
expansion  of  traditional  county  services  such  as  hospitals, 
parks,  schools,  and  fire  and  police  protection.  The  recent  con¬ 
struction  of  the  new  county  courthouse  is  a  welcome  move  in  the 
right  direction  but  only  an  overall  public  facilities  program 
based  on  a  planned  capital  improvements  budget  will  provide  the 
county  with  the  needed  information  and  money  to  pay  for  the 
expansion  of  public  facilities* 


General  Considerations 

In  an  effort  to  make  the  Land  Development  Plan  as  clear  and 
as  understandable  as  possible,  several  considerations  have  been 
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presented  below.  It  is  hoped  that  a  presentation  of  these  fac¬ 
tors  will  make  the  Plan  more  pertinent  to  all  concerned® 

1.  The  rate  of  manufacturing  employment  is  growing  steadily 
and  the  county’s  population  growth  will  probably  parallel 
the  industrial  increases. 

2.  Edgecombe  County  is  following  the  national  economic 
trend  and  the  county’s  present  reliance  on  agricultural 
activity  is  slowly  being  phased  out  and  replaced  by  an 
industrial  economy. 

3.  Due  to  severe  flooding  patterns  and  geologically  un¬ 
stable  areas  subject  to  load  restrictions,  certain  areas 
of  the  county  have  been  designated  as  floodplains.  It 
is  felt  that  the  location  of  structures  in  these  areas 
would  be  highly  undesirable. 

4.  The  gradual  migration  of  agriculturally  employed  per¬ 
sons  to  the  Tarboro  and  Rocky  Mount  areas,  coupled  with 
a  general  population  increase  will  cause  a  step-up  in 
the  demand  for  both  low  cost  housing  and  mobile  homes 
within  these  general  urban  areas. 

5.  An  overall  increase  in  leisure  time  activities  will  re¬ 
sult  in  more  demands  for  park  space  and  planned  recrea¬ 
tional  programs. 

6.  The  future  growth  of  Rocky  Mount  and  Tarboro  will  deter¬ 
mine,  to  a  large  degree,  the  developmental  patterns 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  county.  The  county  officials 
of  Edgecombe  and  Nash  Counties  and  the  city  officials  of 
Rocky  Mount  may  wish  to  investigate  the  possibility  of 

a  consolidated  municipal-county  land  planning  program. 

The  coordination  and  planning  of  joint  services  such  as 
water  and  sewer  lines,  highways  and  streets,  recreation, 
fire  and  police  protection,  and  refuse  disposal,  would 
be  advantageous  for  all  of  the  citizens  working  in  these 
respective  political  units. 
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EFFECT  OF  THE  TARBpRO  & 
MOUNT  LAND  DEVELOPMENT 


ROCKY 

PLANS 


EFFECT  OF  THE  TARBORO  AND  ROCKY  MOUNT 
LAND  DEVELOPMENT  PLANS 


It  is  important  that  the  Edgecombe  County  Land  Development 
Plan  take  into  consideration  the  Tarboro  and  Rocky  Mount  Land 
Development  Plans  which  are  currently  in  use*  It  is  one  of  the 
objectives  of  the  county's  planning  program  that  both  the  city 
and  the  county  plans  complement  each  other  and  work  together  as 
an  integral  unit  9  Obviously,  if  several  cities  and  a  large 
governmental  unit  such  as  a  county  are  planning  in  direct  opposi¬ 
tion  to  each  other,  little  or  no  progress  can.  be  made® 

Rocky  Mount 

The  Rocky  Mount  Staged  Development  Plan  was  developed  in 
1965  and  since  that  time  mu ch  has  been  done  to  implement  i t . ^  An 
examination  of  recent  growth  patterns  within  the  city  indicates 
that  most  of  the  recent  residential  development  has  been  on  the 
city’s  West  side  in  Nash  County®  No  new  industrial  or  commercial 
land  areas  have  been  planned  for  the  Edgecombe  side.  The  bypass 
of  U.  S®  Highway  64  is  the  only  new  extension  planned  for  the 
Eastern  side  of  Rocky  Mount®  In  general,  it  appears  that  there 
will  be  no  problems  in  coordinating  the  county’s  Land  De ve  lop- 
ment  Plan  with  the  future  expansion  of  Rocky  Mount® 


T  arbor o 

The  Tarboro  Land  Development  Plan  was  created  in  1963  and 

it  has  provided  a  workable  framework  for  guiding  land  develop- 

2 

ment  since  that  time®  The  growth  of  Tarboro  will  have  a  tre¬ 
mendous  effect  on  Edgecombe  because  it  is  the  geographical  and 
governmental  center  of  the  county.  The  town’s  rapid  industriali- 
zation  in  recent  years  has  created  the  need  for  expanded  services 

^  Staged  Development  Plan ,  R o c ky  Mount,  N®  C®,  Raleigh,  Division 
of  Community  Planning,  1965® 

2 

Land  Development  Plan ,  Tarboro,  N®  C.  ,  Raleigh,  Division  of 
Community  Planning,  1963® 


7 


to  meet  the  demands  of  the  town's  influx  of  new  citizens  »  Resi¬ 
dential,  commercial,  and  industrial  growth  within  the  town  has 
followed  closely  the  projections  made  in  Tarboro's  Land  Develop¬ 
ment  Plan . 

Tarboro  1  s  greatest  residential  growth  patterns  have  been  in 
the  northwest  quadrant  of  the  city®  Recent  industrial  expansion 
is  found  in  three  different  areas®  One  industrial  area  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  northeastern  section  of  the  city  along  the  Seaboard 
Coast  Line  Railroad  tracks®  Another  site  is  located  at  the  inter¬ 
section  of  U.  S®  258  and  the  East  Carolina  Railroad  tracks  in  the 
southwestern  section®  Probably  the  fastest  growing  industrial 
area  within  the  city  is  located  in  the  northwestern  quadrant® 

This  industrial  complex  parallels  the  Seaboard  Coast  Line  tracks 
north  of  the  U®  S®  Highway  64  bypass® 

The  city's  Thoroughfare  Plan  calls  for  a  bypass  system  en¬ 
circling  it®  The  existing  U®  S®  Highway  64  bypass  is  not  part 
of  the  planned  belt  line,  and  it  will  later  be  used  as  a  cross¬ 
town  thoroughfare  after  the  circular  system  has  been  completed® 

The  proposed  extensions  of  Highways  44,  64,  and  258  will  cause 
no  planning  problems  and  will  be  easily  integrated  into  the 
county's  Major  Thoroughfare  Plan® 
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OF  THE  PLAN 


RESIDENTIAL  GROWTH 


Edgecombe  County  had  a  population  of  54,226  in  I960,,  By 
1980,  the  number  of  persons  will  have  increased  to  approximately 
60,000,  This  increase  in  population  will  call  for  new  homes, 
jobs,  businesses  and  services;  all  of  which  must  be  planned  for 
in  advance.  The  need  for  new  homes  within  the  county  will  be 
higher  than  normally  would  be  expected  because  many  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  structures  are  deteriorating  at  such  a  rapid  pace  that  they 
will  "phase-out"  of  the  housing  inventory  at  an  abnormally  fast 
rate.  The  housing  shortage  will  also  be  increased  by  the  fact 
that  while  the  desire  for  home  ownership  remains  constant,  the 
size  of  families  will  follow  the  national  trend  and  decrease. 

Estimated  Expansion 

Edgecombe  County  had  approximately  13,530  housing  units  in 
1960.  If  the  median  number  of  persons  per  dwelling  unit  remains 
constant  the  county  will  need  an  additional  1,433  homes  by  1980. 
The  use  of  the  figure  of  4,01  persons  per  dwelling  unit  is,  how¬ 
ever,  misleading.  The  county’s  Economic  Potential  Study  indicated 
that  the  birth  rate  has  consistently  dropped  since  1960,  pointing 
to  fewer  persons  per  home  in  the  future.  If  the  average  family 
size  is  dropped  to  3.5  persons  per  dwelling  unit,  the  number  of 
total  homes  needed  by  1980  jumps  to  1,650.  This  figure  is  pro¬ 
bably  more  accurate  than  the  one  based  on  4.01  persons  per  dwell¬ 
ing  uni  t  . 

Density 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  mention  density  patterns  within 
the  county.  The  citizens  living  in  rural  areas  are  housed  on 
tracts  of  land  which  are  considerably  larger  than  the  national 
urban  average.  Typical  North  Carolina  subdivisions  being  con¬ 
structed  today  have  a  gross  density  of  approximately  three 
families  per  acre.  Obviously,  in  a  farming  area  the  density  is 
much  lower.  Edgecombe  County  presently  has  approximately  twenty- 
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three  acres  per  family*  The  traditionally  low  density  patterns 
within  the  county  should  be  respected;  however,  as  was  stated 
earlier,  the  density  should  not  be  so  low  as  to  make  the  per  unit 
cost  of  urban  services  uneconomicaL  The  planned  development  of 
grouped  or  clustered  residential  areas  would  help  to  prevent 
scattered  home  sites  and  would  prevent  the  wasteful  development 
of  Edgecombe  County’s  prime  agricultural  areas. 

Land  used  for  residential  purposes  is  probably  the  single 
most  important  land  requirement  within  the  county,  yet  it  c om- 
prises  a  relatively  small  portion  of  the  total  land  area.  Resi¬ 
dential  areas  in  farming  sections  of  the  county  have  continued  to 
decrease  while  non-farming  and  urban  residential  areas  have  con¬ 
tinuously  expanded.  The  county's  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study 
indicated  that  much  of  the  housing  inventory  was  located  in 
Edgecombe's  cities  and  towns,  which  collectively  form  only  two 
percent  of  the  county's  total  land  area. 

Acreage  Requirements 

There  are  many  factors  which  effect  the  needs  for  future 
residential  areas.  The  "phase-out"  process  of  homes  within  the 
county  will  be  increased,  because  54  percent  of  Edgecombe's 
housing  units  existing  in  1960  were  constructed  prior  to  1929. 

This  "phase-out"  process  will  create  a  greater  than  normal  de¬ 
mand  for  new  housing.  In  1970,  rented  homes  constituted  56  per¬ 
cent  of  all  of  Edgecombe's  housing.  The  number  of  rural  rental 
units  will  probably  decrease  in  the  future  as  more  and  more  farm 
laborers  move  to  the  cities. 

Edgecombe  will  have  a  1980  population  of  approximately 
60,000.  It  would  be  unrealistic  to  use  the  figure  of  4,01  per¬ 
sons  per  dwelling  unit  in  computing  residential  acreage  estimates. 
Based  on  a  persons  per  household  size  of  3.5,  Edgecombe  County 
would  need  a  minimum  of  1,650  new  dwelling  units  by  1980.  From 
the  required  number  of  new  homes,  it  may  be  assumed  that  with  a 
residential  density  of  two  dwellings  per  acre,  the  county  will 
need  at  least  825  acres  of  land  for  new  homes  by  1980.  A  safety 
factor  of  one  hundred  acres  has  been  added  to  the  above  figure, 
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bringing  the  county's  total  residential  acreage  requirement  to 
925  acres . 

With  327,040  acres  of  land,  Edgecombe  County  is  not  lacking 
in  possible  areas  for  residential  construction.  Areas  which 
would  be  suited  for  residential  sites  have  been  shown  on  the  Land 
Development  Plan  Map  on  page  •  Approximately  1,000  acres  have 
been  shown  and  it  is  felt  that  they  constitute  the  county’s 
prime  residential  areas.  The  residential  areas  shown  on  the  Plan 
were  chosen  for  several  reasons.  First,  a  study  of  the  county’s 
soils  indicated  that  these  areas  are  not  hindered  by  occasional 
floods  or  s ub s t r uc t u r a  1  faults.  Second,  they  are  generally  in 
close  proximity  to  urban  areas  and  would  benefit  from  existing 
services  such  as  schools,  fire  and  police  protection,  water  and 
sewer  lines,  and  electricity.  Third,  a  system  of  thoroughfares 
and  paved  county  roads  connect  them  with  existing  major  arterials 
thus  insuring  good  transportation  links  with  other  sections  of 
the  county.  Finally,  their  locations  are  not  incompatible  with 
existing  and  proposed  commercial  and  industrial  land  uses. 

General  Policies 

1.  The  Planning  Board  should  develop  and  recommend  for 
adoption  a  zoning  ordinance  to  protect  residential  areas 
as  well  as  other  areas  from  land  uses  which  would  create 
special  problems.  The  poor  location  of  an  automobile 
salvage  yard  and  a  parking  area  for  mobile  homes  just 
east  of  Rocky  Mount  is  an  example  of  poorly  planned 
land  use  which  might  have  been  avoided  through  the  use 
of  a  zoning  ordinance. 

2.  The  Planning  Board  should  recommend  that  the  County 
Commissioners  adopt  subdivision  regulations. 

3.  The  use  of  grid  pattern  street  systems  should  be  dis¬ 
couraged  in  favor  of  curvilinear  designs.  The  grid 
pattern  encourages  high  speed  traffic,  fails  to  respond 
to  physiographic  requirements  and  is  visually  un¬ 
attract  ive  » 
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4.  Subdividers  should  be  encouraged  to  set  aside  planned 
park  areas  for  each  newly  constructed  residential  area. 

5.  Home  improvement  associations  that  work  towards  organiz¬ 
ing  neighborhoods  and  maintaining  homes  should  be  en¬ 
couraged  and  supported. 

6.  In  the  interest  of  public  safety,  health  and  welfare,  the 
Edgecombe  County  officials  should  investigate  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  establishing  a  joint  housing  authority  with 

T  ar b  or  o . 

7.  Mobile  homes  should  be  restricted  to  planned  mobile  home 
parks  which  should  be  required  to  provide  them  with 
acceptable  water  and  sewerage  facilities. 

8.  Densities  within  mobile  home  parks  should  not  be  greater 
than  eight  mobile  homes  per  acre. 

9.  Recreational  open  space  ought  to  be  provided  within 
mobile  home  parks  on  an  acreage  per  unit  basis  and  it 
should  be  inHrhe  form  of  a  planned  neighborhood  park. 
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AGRICULTURE 


The  Edgecombe  County  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study  indicated 
that  the  county  was  almost  evenly  divided  between  agricultural 
lands  and  forested  areas.  Edgecombe’s  rich  farming  tradition 
makes  it  easy  to  understand  why  47.4  percent  of  the  county’s  total 
land  area  is  used  for  farming  purposes.  This  agricultural  land 
total  of  155,000  acres  is  not  likely  to  be  expanded  by  1980  and 
it  is  the  only  land  use  which  will  not  be  enlarged  upon. 

Increasing  mechanization  and  better  economic  opportunities 
in  industrial  locations  have  depleted  the  county  of  its  once  vast 
number  of  farm  laborers.  The  county’s  Economic  Potential  Study 
pointed  to  the  fact  that  Edgecombe’s  present  economy  is  almost 
evenly  divided  between  agricultural  activity  and  industrial 
g  r  owt  h . 

By  1970  the  county's  agricultural  base  will  have  diminished 
in  relation  to  the  total  economy  and  industry  will  be  the  primary 
economic  base. 

For  the  above  stated  reasons  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  allo¬ 
cate  any  new  areas  for  agricultural  expansion.  This  does  not 
mean,  however,  that  there  will  be  an  immediate  and  noticeable  re¬ 
duction  in  the  amount  of  land  utilized  for  farming  purposes.  The 
present  farming  industry  demands  large  tracts  of  rich  soil  and 
most  of  the  land  now  owned  in  small  farm  tracts  will  probably  be 
purchased  and  combined  with  other  farm  property  to  form  large 
agricultural  cooperatives. 

The  nature  of  Edgecombe  County's  rich  soils  and  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  land  is  free  from  flooding  have  been  responsible 
for  the  large  amount  of  land  which  has  traditionally  been  farmed. 
These  efforts  should  be  encouraged  for  agriculture  strengthens 
the  county's  economy  and  prevents  the  premature  development  of 
important  land  areas.  The  haphazard  development  of  homes  along 
county  roads  without  forethought  to  essential  services  is  some¬ 
thing  the  county  should  guard  against.  Once  utilized  for  resi¬ 
dential,  commercial  or  industrial  purposes,  land  is  seldom 
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returned  to  an  agricultural  status®  Because  farm  land  can  be  so 
flexibly  utilized,  there  should  be  a  great  deal  of  thought  given 
to  its  long  range  use® 
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COMMERCIAL  GROWTH 


The  county’s  Economic  Potential  Study  found  that  commercial 
activity  within  the  county  has  not  been  keeping  pace  with  its 
growth  in  other  areas  such  as  agriculture  and  manufacturing. 

There  will  no  doubt  be  some  limited  expansion  of  commercial  areas 
within  the  county,  but  this  expansion  should  be  done  carefully 
and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  guide  this  growth  while  pro¬ 
tecting  the  public  interest. 

Existing  Commercial  Areas 

Commercial  activity  within  the  county  should  be  limited  to 
existing  urban  areas  and  a  few  well- chosen  sites  for  neighborhood 
services.  Commercial  expansion  within  Tarboro  should  be  limited 
to  those  services  which  will  add  to  its  regional  appeal.  Tarboro 
has  approximately  34  acres  of  land  devoted  to  commercial  activity. 
The  decline  in  retail  and  wholesale  commerce  indicates  that 
Tarboro  is  losing  business  to  Rocky  Mount  and  other  large  ’’re¬ 
gionally  oriented  cities". 

Acreage  Requirements 

The  commercial  areas  of  all  of  the  cities  and  towns  located 
wholly  within  Edgecombe  constitute  approximately  40  acres.  Based 
on  a  rate  of  1  acre  per  1,000  persons,  the  county  needs  about  10 
acres  of  retail  and  wholesale  space  at  present.  An  additional  10 
acres  will  be  needed  by  1975  and  by  1985  another  7  acres  will  be 
needed.  A  safety  factor  of  13  acres  has  been  added  to  these 
figures  and  the  county’s  total  commercial  land  needs  are  as  follows 

1970  1975  1985 

50  acres  60  acres  80  acres 

Since  commercial  expansion  will  be  primarily  limited  to 
Tarboro,  Rocky  Mount,  Pinetops  and  other  respective  cities  within 
the  county,  only  one  site  outside  of  these  areas  has  been  proposed 
for  additional  expansion.  This  site  is  located  at  the  intersection 
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of  U.  S.  Highway  64  and  Secondary  Road  1215.  The  site  lies 
approximately  halfway  between  Rocky  Mount  and  Tarboro,  and  it 
would  make  a  good  location  for  a  commercial  center  limited  to 
highway  services.  Sites  for  commercial  expansion  outside  of 
these  suggested  areas  listed  above  should  be  chosen  carefully. 

The  accessibility  of  the  site  to  major  thoroughfares,  the 
ease  of  accessibility  in  relation  to  traffic  safety,  visibility, 
and  the  degree  of  noise,  dust  and  fumes  generated  by  the  heavy 
traffic  associated  with  shopping  areas,  as  well  as  the  compata- 
bility  of  the  commercial  area  with  existing  land  uses  were  all 
factors  considered  in  designating  the  potential  areas. 

General  Policies 

1.  To  promote  the  marketing  principle  of  "cumulative  attrac¬ 
tion",  the  Planning  Board  as  well  as  local  chamber  of 
commerce  groups  should  encourage  merchants  to  expand 
within  the  existing  central  business  districts  of  the 
county ! s  urban  areas.  The  unplanned  location  of  com¬ 
mercial  shopping  centers  outside  of  the  urbanized  areas 
could  do  much  to  damage  both  the  county ! s  economy  and 

the  other  land  uses  located  near  such  proposed  commer¬ 
cial  areas. 

2.  The  Tarboro  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  other  Tarboro  civic 
organizations  should  encourage  the  owners  of  vacated 
stores  to  renovate  and  remodel  these  potentially  valuable 
buildings. 

3.  A  county  zoning  ordinance  will  be  developed  which  will 
permit  neighborhood  shopping  areas  in  the  rural  county 
only  after  it  has  been  shown  that  they  will  not  disrupt 
the  existence  of  other  land  uses  located  in  their  imme¬ 
diate  vicinities. 

4.  No  commercial  businesses  should  be  allowed  where  their 
existence  would  create  needless  traffic  hazards  by 
reason  of  inadequate  parking,  poor  access,  etc. 
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of  U .  S.  Highway  64  and  Secondary  Road  1215.  The  site  lies 
approximately  halfway  between  Rocky  Mount  and  Tarboro,  and  it 
would  make  a  good  location  for  a  commercial  center  limited  to 
highway  services.  Sites  for  commercial  expansion  outside  of 
these  suggested  areas  listed  above  should  be  chosen  carefully. 

The  accessibility  of  the  site  to  major  thoroughfares,  the 
ease  of  accessibility  in  relation  to  traffic  safety,  visibility, 
and  the  degree  of  noise,  dust  and  fumes  generated  by  the  heavy 
traffic  associated  with  shopping  areas,  as  well  as  the  compata- 
bility  of  the  commercial  area  with  existing  land  uses  were  all 
factors  considered  in  designating  the  potential  areas. 

General  Policies 

1.  To  promote  the  marketing  principle  of  "cumulative  attrac¬ 
tion",  the  Planning  Board  as  well  as  local  chamber  of 
commerce  groups  should  encourage  merchants  to  expand 
within  the  existing  central  business  districts  of  the 
county's  urban  areas.  The  unplanned  location  of  com¬ 
mercial  shopping  centers  outside  of  the  urbanized  areas 
could  do  much  to  damage  both  the  county’s  economy  and 

the  other  land  uses  located  near  such  proposed  commer¬ 
cial  areas. 

2.  The  Tarboro  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  other  Tarboro  civic 
organizations  should  encourage  the  owners  of  vacated 
stores  to  renovate  and  remodel  these  potentially  valuable 
buildings. 

3.  A  county  zoning  ordinance  will  be  developed  which  will 
permit  neighborhood  shopping  areas  in  the  rural  county 
only  after  it  has  been  shown  that  they  will  not  disrupt 
the  existence  of  other  land  uses  located  in  their  imme¬ 
diate  vicinities. 

4.  No  commercial  businesses  should  be  allowed  where  their 
existence  would  create  needless  traffic  hazards  by 
reason  of  inadequate  parking,  poor  access,  etc. 
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SCALE  IN  MILES 
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INDUSTRIAL  GROWTH 


Edgecombe  County  has  been  actively  involved  in  industrial 
development  since  1870,  when  the  Town  of  Tarboro  founded  the 
"Progressive  Association",  for  promoting  industrial  growth.  To¬ 
day  the  county  is  one  of  North  Carolina’s  fastest  growing  indus¬ 
trial  areas .  Recent  increases  in  manufacturing  employment  have 
been  most  impressive*  Employment  in  manufacturing  increased  by 
forty  percent  from  1962  to  1967.^  The  production  of  textile  goods 
and  non-electrical  machinery  comprises  the  largest  segment  of  the 
county’s  industries* 

Patterns  of  Development 

In  1968,  the  North  Carolina  Directory  of  Manufacturing  Firms 
listed  forty-seven  separate  companies  within  the  county.  Eighty 
percent  of  these  industries  are  located  within  Rocky  Mount, 
Tarboro,  or  Pinetops ,  and  many  of  them  have  been  constructed  with¬ 
in  the  last  ten  years.  The  Tarbor o-Edgecombe  Development  Corpora¬ 
tion  has  been  largely  responsible  for  recruiting  many  of  these 
companies  to  Edgecombe  County. 

The  continued  growth  of  Edgecombe’s  industries  will  deter¬ 
mine  the  county’s  economic  stability*  Industry  currently  plays  a. 
shared  role  of  economic  importance  with  agriculture,  but  the 
county’s  Economic  Potential  Study  indicated  that  agricultural  em- 
p 1 o y m ent  is  rapidly  decreasing.  This  trend  indirectly  places  a 
greater  dependence  upon  manufacturing  employment* 

Existing  Land  Use 

The  forty-seven  industries  in  Edgecombe  County  are  currently 
situated  on  251  acres*  With  3,890  industrial  employees  in  1965, 
the  county  had  a  total  of  15  employees  per  industrial  acre.  The 


North  Carolina  Work  Force  Estimates  by  County,  Area,  and  State, 
August,  1968,  North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission, 

L.  D.  Dill,  Director. 
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employee/acreage  relationship  is  expected  to  drop  in  the  near 
future.  The  use  of  single  story  factories,  and  the  practice  of 
purchasing  land  around  a  factory  indicates  a  trend  towards  larger 
industrial  sites. 

Potential  Growth  Areas 

Based  on  a  ratio  of  12  employees  per  acre,  the  county  will 
need  an  additional  299  acres  of  industrial  land  by  1975.  The 
Employee/Acreage  ratio  will  drop  to  10  to  1  by  1985  and  Edgecombe 
will  need  an  additional  679  acres  by  that  year.  The  county  is 
fortunate  to  have  such  a  large  inventory  of  cleared  land  that 
could  potentially  be  used  for  industrial  purposes.  With  this  in 
mind,  the  reader  will  note  that  an  additional  221  acres  has  been 
added  to  the  industrial  areas  shown  on  the  Land  Development  Plan 
Map .  The  reader  will  also  note  that  the  estimated  1,000  acres 
are  p r ime  industrial  sites  and  do  not  constitute  the  total  possible 
number  of  potential  industrial  sites  within  the  county. 

General  Policies 

1.  A  variety  of  industrial  sites  will  be  designated  across 
the  county  and  they  will  be  coordinated  with  different 
types  of  industrial  activity  as  best  they  can. 

2.  Compatab i lity  of  proposed  plant  sites  with  existing 
residential  and  commercial  areas  should  be  a  major  con¬ 
sideration  in  industrial  promotion,  and  the  proposed 
zoning  ordinance  will  list  sound  developmental  procedures 
in  the  separation  of  incompatible  uses. 

3.  Industries  locating  within  the  county  should  be  encouraged 
to  screen  and  buffer  their  factories  from  surrounding  land 
uses  with  trees,  shrubs,  etc.  Anaconda  Wire  and  Cable 
Company  is  an  example  of  an  industry  that  gave  some 
thought  to  its  location.  The  factory  is  situated  well 
back  from  the  highway,  leaving  room  for  some  expansion. 
Young  trees  have  been  planted  around  the  factory  grounds 
to  help  create  a  natural  transition  between  the  struc¬ 
ture  and  the  adjacent  countryside. 
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PUBLIC  AND  QUAS I- PUBLIC  AREAS 


County  Government 

Lands  associated  with  the  Edgecombe  County  Government  ac¬ 
count  for  a  total  of  135  acres.  Included  in  this  acreage  figure 
are  the  Edgecombe  Technical  Institute  property  and  the  Edgecombe 
General  Hospital  property.  It  is  normally  difficult  to  estimate 
projected  acreage  requirements  for  any  municipal  or  county  govern¬ 
ment  without  a  definite  community  facilities  plan.  The  recent 
construction  of  certain  county  buildings,  however,  indicates  that 
there  is  not  a  critical  need  for  more  county  property  of  this 
type.  Recently  acquired  properties  in  both  Rocky  Mount  and 
Tarboro,  as  well  as  the  82  acre  site  of  the  Edgecombe  Technical 
Institute  give  the  county  a  fair  amount  of  land  for  expansion. 

(If  there  are  any  areas  that  require  new  county  property,  they 
are:  1)  the  proposed  county-city  sanitary  landfill  program,  and 

2)  the  proposed  recreation  areas)* 

Schools 

Edgecombe  County  is  in  desperate  need  of  additional  educa¬ 
tional  funds,  facilities,  and  personnel.  Both  of  the  previously 
published  planning  reports  indicated  that  the  county’s  failure  to 
adequately  support  its  educational  programs  will  be  terribly 
detrimental  both  socially  and  economically.  Only  a  well  supported 
school  system  with  balanced  curriculums  will  produce  the  alert 
and  responsible  citizens  that  Edgecombe  County  must  have  in  the 
f  utur  e  . 

The  Rocky  Mount  School  District  is  a  self-contained  system 
and  few  Edgecombe  County  students  attend  these  schools.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  the  updating  of  the  Rocky  Mount  facilities  has  not  been 
included  within  the  Land  Development  Plan. 

There  are  nineteen  schools  located  in  Edgecombe  County. 

These  schools  constitute  279.79  acres.  Eleven  of  the  schools  are 
situated  on  sites  which  are  smaller  than  accepted  site  standards. 
Only  Bulluck,  Coker  Wimberly,  Living  Hope,  Willow  Grove,  North 
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Tarboro,  Princeville,  and  C.  B.  Martin  have  adequate  acreages. 

Schools,  such  as  Speed,  which  are  phased  out,  could  be  used 
for  adult  education  programs  and  as  community  centers.  They 
should  be  used  for  additional  community  programs  and  should  not 
be  vacated  simply  because  they  are  not  being  used  as  public 
schools.  Whenever  possible,  existing  schools  should  be  expanded 
to  meet  the  site  requirements  listed  below.  New  school  con¬ 
struction  should  also  meet  this  criteria. 


Type  of  Facility 

Primary  (grades  1-3) 
E 1 ement  a  ry 

Junior  High  School 

Senior  High  School 


Minimum  Acreage 

3  acres 

5  acres  +  1  for  each 
100  pupils 

10  acres  +  1  for  each 
additional  100  pupils 

20  acres  +  1  acre  for 
each  additional  100 
pupils 


Ideally,  schools  should  be  combined  with  park  space  to  form 
mu  1 1 i- f unc t i on  areas.  Existing  roads  should  be  studied  to  in¬ 
sure  that  automobile  traffic  will  not  create  an  unnecessarily 
dangerous  situation.  Schools  should  be  as  centrally  located  as 
possible  to  facilitate  accessibility. 


Parks  and  Recreation 

The  Edgecombe  County  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study  stated 
that  the  county's  recreation  program  is  deficient  in  many  areas. 
Park  areas  within  the  county  are  limited  to  those  in  Rocky  Mount 
and  Tarboro.  Few  persons  living  outside  of  these  areas  utilize 
their  facilities  and  there  are  no  rural  facilities  as  an  alterna¬ 
tive.  The  failure  to  devlop  the  county's  rural  recreation  poten¬ 
tial  is  regrettable  because  Edgecombe  has  a  welath  of  tree  covered 
farm  land  which  could  be  used  for  such  purposes. 

^  Landers,  Jack  L.  and  Sumption,  Merle  R.,  Citizens'  Workbook  for 
Evaluating  School  Buildings,  Harper  and  Brothers,  New  York, 

1957,  p.  7. 
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Based  on  a  standard  of  10  acres  per  1,000  population,  the 
county  should  have  a  total  of  600  acres  of  recreation  area  by 
1975  and  another  70  to  100  acres  by  1985*  Not  all  of  the  needed 
land  should  be  devoted  to  parks.  Existing  school  playgrounds 
could  become  an  important  part  of  the  county’s  program  if  they 
were  equipped  with  picnic  tables,  ball  diamonds,  and  paved  sports 
areas,  all  of  which  could  be  used  by  the  general  public.  Struc¬ 
tures  which  may  possibly  be  phased  out  of  use,  such  as  the  pro¬ 
posed  closing  of  Conetoe,  Mayo,  and  Speed  Elementary  Schools, 
should  be  put  to  use  as  community  centers.  These  buildings 
should  not  remain  vacant,  but  should  act  as  the  hub  or  head¬ 
quarters  for  various  community  activities. 

Historical  preservation  is  another  important  aspect  of  the 
county’s  recreation  program.  This  area  should  be  doubly  impor¬ 
tant  to  Edgecombe  citizens  because  the  county  is  loaded  with 
homes  that  have  great  historical  tradition.  The  recent  purchase 
and  rehabilitation  of  an  early  19th  Century  home  to  be  used  as  a 
community  museum  by  Tarboro  indicates  that  the  town  is  making 
efforts  to  preserve  its  rich  past.  The  county  should  preserve 
such  homes  as  Bracebridge  Hall,  Foxhall  Place,  Holliman,  and 
other  homes  of  important  interest.  Such  preservation  efforts 
would  not  only  add  to  the  county’s  cultural  facilities  but  might 
also  interest  tourists  passing  through  Edgecombe. 

Tarboro  presently  has  46  acres  devoted  to  recreation  activi¬ 
ties.  The  town’s  estimated  need  of  140  acres  by  1985  has  been 
subtracted  from  the  county’s  estimated  need,  and  it  has  been 
computed  at  550  acres  by  1985,  This  estimate  has  been  divided 
into  four  categories  which  include  playground  development,  com¬ 
munity  centers,  historical  preservation,  and  parks. 

Five  areas  for  historical  preservation  are  shown  on  the 
Plan  and  20  acres  has  been  allocated  for  each  site.  Playgrounds 
which  could  be  developed  include  West  Edgecombe,  Phillips,  North 
Edgecombe,  Willow  Grove,  Roberson,  and  South  Edgecombe.  These 
sites  should  be  equipped  with  picnic  tables  and  permanent  grills, 
paved  multiple-use  areas,  small  group  shelters,  and  landscaped 
sections.  Ten  acres  at  each  school  site  could  be  utilized  in 
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such  a  manner  and  could  be  added  to  the  total  recreation  inven¬ 
tory. 

Community  centers  should  be  located  at  Leggett,  Speed,  Pine- 
tops,  and  Conetoe.  Each  site  should  be  at  least  20  acres  and  may 
include  several  different  uses  based  around  a  single  "community 
hall".  The  cost  of  such  projects  is  often  reduced  if  several 
uses  are  included  in  each  structure.  Communities  often  combine 
such  uses  as  fire  facilities,  city  government  offices,  police 
headquarters,  and  civil  defense  facilities  in  the  same  building. 
Federal  grants  are  available  for  the  construction  of  some  of  these 
uses. 

Three  park  areas  are  included  in  the  Plan.  The  primary  pro¬ 
posed  recreation  area  is  a  riverside  site  along  the  Tar  River. 

The  proposed  area  is  located  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  in¬ 
tersection  of  U.  S.  Highway  64  and  Local  Road  1252,  near  Dunbar 
Bridge.  The  park  should  contain  250  acres  and  should  be  equipped 
with  such  facilities  as  canoe  or  boat  rentals,  wildlife  areas, 
nature  trails,  baseball  diamonds,  etc.  Two  smaller  30  acre  parks 
are  proposed  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  northern  and  southern 
sections  of  the  county.  One  of  the  proposed  sites  is  located  at 
the  intersection  of  N.  C.  97  and  Local  Road  1230,  and  the  second 
park  is  located  at  the  intersection  of  N.  C®  44,  just  south  of 
Local  Road  1003 . 

All  of  the  recreation  programs  discussed  can  be  achieved  if 
the  County  Commissioners  do  two  things.  First,  the  Commissioners 
should  either  hold  a  bond  referendum  or  specifically  set  aside  a 
yearly  budget  to  finance  needed  park  and  recreation  improvements® 
Second,  the  Commissioners  should  appoint  a  recreation  commission 
composed  of  interested  citizens,  whose  job  it  would  be  to  explore 
recreation  improvements  and  methods  of  financing  the  same.  The 
recreation  commission  should  investigate  the  possibility  of 
Federal  grants  such  as  the  Open  Space  Land  Program,  the  Urban 
Beautification  and  Improvement  Program,  and  the  Land  and  Water 
Conservation  Act  of  1965.  While  Federal  aid  is  one  method  of  im¬ 
plementing  recreation  needs,  the  county  should  remember  that 
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local  initiative  and  desire  are  the  real  keys  to  any  successful 
planning  program. 

Rivers,  Creeks,  and  Areas  Subject  to  Periodic  Flooding 

There  are  certain  areas  within  the  county  which  are  not  de¬ 
velopable  due  to  the  character  of  their  topography  relief  and 
their  consequent  flooding.  The  areas  which  have  a  high  flood 
probability  are  located  along  the  Tar  River,  from  the  southern 
border  of  the  county  to  a  point  approximately  half-way  between 
Rocky  Mount  and  Tar boro.  Tributaries  of  the  Tar  River  which  are 
subject  to  floods  include  the  northern  section  of  Fishing  Creek, 
a  northern  section  of  Maple  Swamp  Creek,  the  entire  length  of 
Swift  Creek,  Cokey  Swamp  Creek,  and  Town  Creek,  which  are  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  southwestern  quadrant  of  the  county,  also  flood  at 
regular  intervals. 

It  is  difficult  to  make  a  definite  statement  concerning  the 
distance  on  either  site  of  these  creeks  that  one  should  be  re¬ 
quired  to  "set  back"  before  building  a  structure,  because  each 
land  parcel  has  its  own  peculiar  flooding  characteristics.  For 
planning  purposes,  it  is  recommended  that  no  structures  be  built 
within  500  feet  of  the  Tar  River  or  any  of  the  above  mentioned 
creeks  within  the  flooding  area.  It  is  also  suggested  that  any 
person  desiring  to  construct  a  building  in  this  area  should 
notify  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  in  Tarboro.  This  agency's 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  county's  soil  capabilities  will  enable 
them  to  study  the  area  and  ascertain  as  to  whether  the  specific 
property  can  safely  be  built  upon. 

A  southeastern  section  of  the  county  is  also  subject  to 
flooding  patterns  although  not  to  the  extent  of  the  Tar  River 
and  creek  areas  previously  discussed.  The  collection  of 
Kenans vi 1 le-Gr ind le-Okenee  soils  which  comprise  this  section  of 
the  county  are  also  susceptable  to  shrink  and  swell  patterns 
which  limit  their  weight  supporting  capabilities.  It  is  recom¬ 
mended  that  this  area  be  used  for  the  county's  growing  timber 
industry  as  well  as  agricultural  activity.  As  with  the  pre¬ 
viously  discussed  areas,  persons  wishing  to  build  in  this  area 
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should  consult  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  in  Tarboro  . 

Fire  Protection 

Edgecombe  County  1 s  fire  fighting  units  have  a  maximum  pro- 
tection  radius  of  four  miles.  Within  this  protective  limitation 
the  existing  units  can  only  serve  296  square  miles  or  57  percent 
of  the  county.  There  are  eight  active  fire  fighting  units  within 
the  county  and  they  are  located  at  Whitakers,  Batt leboro ,  West 
Edgecombe,  Speed,  Tarboro,  Pinetops,  Macclesfield,  and  Conetoe. 
Another  unit,  consisting  of  one  engine  and  one  tanker  is  located 
at  Princevi lie;  however,  it  has  not  as  yet  been  accredited  by  the 
North  Carolina  Fire  Insurance  Rating  Bureau, 

The  present  deficiencies  in  the  county  1 s  fire  fighting 
capabilities  is  increased  by  the  fact  that  all  of  the  existing 
units,  with  the  exception  of  Tarboro,  are  organized  on  a  volun¬ 
teer  basis.  The  units  located  in  Sharpsburg,  Stoney  Creek, 
Hobgood,  Bethel,  Fountain,  and  Falkland,  have  an  agreement  with 
the  county  to  give  aid  whenever  possible;  however,  their  location 
outside  of  the  county  proper  limits  their  total  effectiveness. 
Edgecombe  needs  at  least  10  additional  fire  fighting  units  to 
meet  the  protection  requirements  of  all  of  the  county.  In  the 
future  fire  stations  should  be  located  at  Leggett,  Lawrence,  Red 
Hill,  Coakley,  Wrendale,  Wiggins  Crossroads,  Heartsease,  Mercer, 
Mayos  Crossroads,  and  Old  Sparta.  All  of  these  proposed  units 
should  be  on  sites  of  at  least  1  acre  so  that  they  may  serve  as 
multi-purpose  structures  or  so  that  they  may  be  expanded  for 
future  fire  fighting  equipment. 

Water  and  Sewer  Service 

The  cities  and  towns  of  Batt  leboro  ,  Macclesfield,  Pinetops, 
Rocky  Mount,  Tarboro  and  Whitakers  currently  serve  their  popula¬ 
tions  with  water  and  sewer  service®  In  order  to  meet  Edgecombe's 
growing  needs  in  this  area,  the  county  commissioners  and  the 
local  office  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  have  entered 
into  an  agreement  in  which  they  have  contracted  with  a  private 
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consultant  to  prepare  an  overall  water  and  sewer  development  plan 
for  the  county.  This  plan  is  currently  being  developed  and  will 
be  available  for  use  shortly,.  The  cities  and.  towns  within 
Edgecombe  should  use  every  means  at  their  disposal  to  insure  that 
their  future  water  and  sewer  needs  are  met.  Only  a  close  working 
relationship  between  local,  county,  State,  and  Federal  officials 
will  make  these  plans  a  reality. 

Sanitary  Landfills  and  Refuse  Disposal 

At  the  present  time  there  are  no  facilities  for  sanitary 
dumping  or  for  refuse  disposal  within  the  county.  The  Sanitary 
Engineering  Division  of  the  N,  C,  State  Health  Department  has 
developed  an  excellent  plan  for  creating  sanitary  landfills 
within  the  county,  A  brief  summary  of  this  plan  is  given  and  the 
landfill  sites  are  indicated  on  the  Land  Development  Plan,  Plans 
for  a  sanitary  landfill  program  call  for  four  sites,  each  con¬ 
taining  20  acres  of  land.  Each  of  the  four  sites  is  expected  to 
last  for  about  20  years*  A  "revolving"  work  crew  would  be  res¬ 
ponsible  for  operation  of  the  sites.  A  single  piece  of  earth 
moving  equipment  would  be  used  for  all  four  landfill  sites, 
cutting  down  the  initial  machinery  cost.  Total  estimated  cost 
of  this  project  is  approximately  $65,000,  not  including  the  cost 
of  the  landfill  site  properties*  Several  counties  in  North 
Carolina  have  adopted  such  programs  and  Edgecombe  needs  to  adopt 
and  proceed  with  one  immediately* 

The  only  populated  areas  within  the  county  that  provide 
refuse  collection  service  to  their  citizens  are  Tarboro  and  Rocky 
Mount,  The  lack  of  other  collection  services  within  Edgecombe  is 
probably  the  reason  for  so  many  areas  in  the  rural  county  where 
persons  have  simply  thrown  out  trash  and  garbage.  Such  areas 
breed  rats  and  disease  and  are  unsightly.  To  prevent  the  con¬ 
tinued  use  of  these  sites  the  County  Commissioners  should  explore 
the  possibility  of  organizing  a  county-wide  refuse  collection  ser¬ 
vice  in  coordination  with  the  proposed  sanitary  landfill  program. 
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Pur  p  o  s  e 

The  primary  goal  of  the  Major  Thoroughfare  Plan  is  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  safe  and  efficient  highways,  county  roads  and  local 
streets  for  all  of  Edgecombe  County’s  citizens*  It  is  important 
that  Edgecombe  County  have  a  well  planned  thoroughfare  system 
since  the  development  of  certain  land  uses  is  dependent  upon 
their  relationship  to  a  properly  designed  thoroughfare  system. 

For  example,  the  location  of  a  primary  highway  adjacent  to  a 
neighborhood  elementary  school  would  be  a  bad  mistake  since  its 
heavy  traffic  and  high  speeds  create  a  very  dangerous  traffic 
pattern  for  small  children. 

Classification  System 

The  county’s  highway  system  has  been  broken  into  four  cate¬ 
gories*  U,  S.  Highway  64  is  Edgecombe’s  main  route  and  carries 
approximately  3,400  vehicles  per  day.  This  highway  has  been 
classified  as  a  primary  arterial*  Highways  and  roads  listed  as 

minor  arterials  include  U.  S,  258,  N.  C.  97,  N.  C.  42  and  N®  C. 

43.  Major  collectors  are  composed  of  state  highways  and  secon¬ 
dary  roads  that  carry  most  of  the  county’s  traffic  to  its  primary 
and  major  arterials.  Highways  listed  as  major  collectors  include 
N.  C.  44,  122,  and  Secondary  Roads  1001,  1202,  1126,  and  1208. 

Minor  collectors  are  primary  county  secondary  roads  that  carry 
the  brunt  of  local  rural  activity.  Edgecombe’s  minor  collectors 
include  N,  C „  124  and  Secondary  Roads  1002,  1003,  1102,  1103, 

1106,  1114,  1109,  1124,  1201,  1205,  1224,  1232,  1233,  1404,  1407, 

1408,  1423,  1426,  1429,  1506,  and  1510. 

Existing  Highway  System 

Edgecombe  County  has  a  good  system  of  highways  and  roads. 
There  are,  however,  several  things  which  could  be  done  to  improve 
the  existing  road  network.  The  county  presently  has  684*17  miles 
of  highways  and  roads*  This  transportation  network  accounts  for 
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5,000  acres  or  1.5  percent  of  the  county's  total  land  area.  The 
county's  highways  will  play  an  increasingly  important  role  as 
both  the  population  and  the  economy  continue  to  grow. 

Proposa Is 

To  insure  that  the  county's  transportation  system  will  meet 
future  demands,  the  following  steps  should  be  taken: 

1.  The  proposed  new  alignment  of  U.  S.  Highway  64  between 
Rocky  Mount  and  Penelo  should  be  finished  by  1975  to 
create  a  safer  and  more  efficient  route  between  the 
counties  to  principal  cities* 

2.  Dangerous  curves  in  N.  C.  97  and  Secondary  Road  1243 
should  be  straightened  and  this  process  should  be  co¬ 
ordinated  with  an  overall  realignment  program  for  both 
h i ghway  s . 

3.  Secondary  Road  1243  from  Rocky  Mount  to  N.  C.  97  should 
be  resurfaced  along  its  entire  length. 
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METHODS  OF  PLAN  IMPLEMENTATION 


As  stated  in  the  introductory  section,  the  Land  Development 
P lan  is  essentially  a  tool  for  guiding  the  future  growth  of  the 
county.  The  Plan  sets  forth  the  official  policy  of  the  county 
with  respect  to  the  desired  future  physical  development.  The 
P lan  cannot,  and  will  not  be  put  into  action  unless  the  people  of 

Edgecombe  County  are  willing  to  work  towards  its  stated  ends. 

Listed  below  are  some  of  the  various  devices  by  which  the  Plan 

may  be  put  into  effect,  but  the  real  success  of  the  county’s 

planning  program  is  entirely  dependent  upon  the  creativity  and 
resourcefulness  of  the  people  of  Edgecombe  County. 

Zoning 

The  zoning  ordinance  is  a  legal  instrument  for  guiding  land 
use.  It  is  based  on  the  goals  and  outlines  of  the  land  develop¬ 
ment  plan.  The  county  should  adopt  such  an  ordinance  to  protect 
undeveloped  areas  from  the  development  of  incompatible  residen¬ 
tial,  commercial,  and  industrial  land  uses.  Counties  in  North 
Carolina  have  the  option  of  zoning  all  or  part  of  their  unincor¬ 
porated  areas. 

Subdivision  Regulations 

Subdivision  regulations  are  used  to  guide  the  development 
of  residential  areas.  When  adopted  and  enforced,  they  require 
the  developer  to  follow  procedures  and  standards  which  will  in¬ 
sure  well  designed  residential  areas.  Subdivision  regulations 
usually  have  provisions  for  such  areas  as  legal  description  and 
transfer  of  property,  proper  lot  layout,  safe  streets,  sufficient 
water,  sewage  and  drainage  lines,  etc.  A  set  of  subdivision 
regulations  will  shortly  be  developed  for  Edgecombe  County. 

County  Codes 

There  are  many  codes  which  the  Edgecombe  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  should  be  familiar  with*  They  are  usually  aimed 
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at  preserving  the  health,  safety,  and  general  welfare  of  the 
county.  These  codes  usually  fall  into  four  broad  categories 
which  include:  1)  fire  safety,  2)  public  health  facilities  and 

regulations,  3)  structural  requirements,  and  4)  community  de¬ 
velopment  codes  such  as  subdivision  regulations.  Listed  below 
are  several  codes  which  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  should 
adopt  : 

Minimum  Housing  Code  -  The  Edgecombe  Planning  Board  should 
recommend  and  the  County  Commissioners  should  adopt  either 
the  Southern  Standard  Housing  Code  or  the  housing  code 
approved  by  the  N,  C.  League  of  Municipalities.  Such  a  code 
provides  standards  for  minimal  living  space,  heating,  sanita¬ 
tion,  and  lighting  within  existing  structures.  The  enforce¬ 
ment  of  such  a  code  would  bring  up  to  par  many  of  the  homes 
which  were  listed  as  deteriorating  in  the  county's  Land  Use 
and  Potential  Study.  Copies  of  the  above  named  codes  may 
be  obtained  from  writing  to  the  Southern  Building  Code  Con¬ 
gress,  1116  Brown-Marx  Building,  Birmingham,  Alabama;  or  to 
the  N.  C.  League  of  Municipalities,  Raleigh  Building, 

Raleigh,  N .  C  . 

Bui  Id ing  Code  -  The  North  Carolina  Uniform  Residential 
Building  Code  has  been  developed  to  provide  minimal  stand¬ 
ards  for  the  construction  of  homes.  Basic  limitations  have 
been  established  for  safe,  sound  building  materials  and 
methods.  Health  standards  for  light,  space,  ventilation, 
etc.,  are  also  included*  This  code  should  be  adopted  and 
enforced  in  Edgecombe  County, 

Plumbing  Code  -  Unlike  many  North  Carolina  counties, 

Edgecombe  County  does  not  have  the  power  to  adopt  a  plumb¬ 
ing  code.  As  the  county  continues  to  develop,  the  need  for 
safe  plumbing  standards  will  become  increasingly  apparent. 

The  Edgecombe  Board  of  County  Commissioners  may  wish  to 
consult  the  county’s  state  legislators  in  an  effort  to  have 
Edgecombe’s  name  added  to  the  list  of  counties  that  have 
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been  empowered  to  implement  plumbing  codes  under  G.  S.  153 
9(47) . 


Code  Enforcement  -  None  of  the  above  codes  will  be  worth  the 
paper  that  they  are  written  on  unless  persons  are  employed 
and  an  office  is  set  up  to  make  sure  that  the  codes  are  en¬ 
forced.  The  County  Commissioners  should  contact  Tarboro, 
Pinetops ,  Speed  and  other  municipalities  to  try  and  organize 
a  joint  municipal-county  codes  and  ordinance  inspection  de¬ 
partment.  North  Carolina  General  Statutes  1065  and  1066 
provide  for  such  an  arrangement  between  city  and  county 
governments.  Personnel  employed  in  the  inspection  depart¬ 
ment  could  also  be  responsible  for  zoning  and  subdivision 
regulations . 

Fire  Protection 

There  are  several  things  which  could  be  done  to  improve 
significantly  the  capabilities  of  the  county  to  fight  fires.  The 
Edgecombe  County  Fire  Commission  should  make  an  annual  report  on 
the  county's  fire  fighting  capabilities  to  both  the  County 
Commissioners  and  the  N.  C.  Fire  Insurance  Rating  Bureau.  The 
Fire  Commission  should  be  responsible  for  organizing  volunteer 
fire  units  in  those  areas  shown  on  the  Plan  which  need  them.  A 
central  dispatching  headquarters  should  be  established  and  the 
County  Commissioners  should  explore  the  possibility  of  hiring  a 
full  or  part-time  fire  inspector  to  coordinate  all  of  the  county's 
fire  fighting  and  prevention  operations. 

Sanitary  Landfills  and  Trash  Collection 

The  County  Commissioners  should  adopt  and  put  into  effect 
the  sanitary  landfill  program  developed  for  the  county  by  the 
N.  C.  State  Health  Department.  At  the  same  time,  the  Edgecombe 
County  Planning  Board  should  organize  a  meeting  between  the 
county  and  its  municipalities  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  a 
joint  city-county  trash  collection  program  in  coordination  with 
the  sanitary  landfill  program.  The  findings  and  recommendations 
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of  these  meetings  should  be  compiled  and  presented  to  the  County 
C  o  mm issioners . 

Low  Rent  Housing 

The  county  1 s  Land  Use  and  Potential  Study  pointed  out  that 
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seventy  percent  of  the  homes  located  in  the  rural  sections  of 
the  county  were  either  deteriorating  or  dilapidated.  The  County 
Commissioners  should  contact  the  Town  of  Tarboro  in  an  effort  to 
organize  a  joint  city-county  housing  program.  A  low-rent  housing 
project  would  enable  those  persons  desiring  to  leave  farms  and 
find  employment  in  the  Tarboro  area  with  a  type  of  clean,  safe, 
and  decent  housing  that  they  can  afford. 

Water  and  Sewer  Service 

Both  the  Planning  Board  and  the  County  Commissioners  should 
work  closely  with  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  to  insure  that 
the  goals  of  the  county ! s  forthcoming  Comprehensive  Water  and 
Sewer  Program  are  met.  Local  municipalities  affected  by  this 
study  may  wish  to  apply  for  a  Federal  grant  to  upgrade  their 
existing  systems.  Municipalities  interested  in  water  and  sewer 
grants  offered  by  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
should  contact  HUD,  401  Oberlin  Road,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Parks  and  Recreation  Development 

The  County  Commissioners  should  organize  a  Recreation  Com¬ 
mission  composed  of  interested  citizens  throughout  the  county. 

The  proposed  commission  should  prepare  detailed  plans  for  a 
county  recreation  program.  Ways  of  financing  parks  and  recrea¬ 
tion  areas  should  be  explored.  The  co mm ission  should  make 
recommendations  to  the  County  Commissioners  and  a  definite 
financing  program  should  be  established  for  recreation  develop¬ 


ment  . 
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